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Blackpool’s Balaclava Scrapbook: The last of the 600 
 

Prompted by the recent rededication of the grave of 
Edwin Hughes, last surviving member of the infamous 
‘Charge of the Light Brigade’, I sought more information.  
What follows is a collection of stories, Newspaper articles 
and pictures from a range of sources. The subject is 
worthy of further research. 
In fact, Blackpool’s Layton Cemetery accommodates the 
graves of two of the survivors, William Butler and Edwin 
Hughes 
 

 

 

THE CRIMEAN WAR (1853-56) 
Fought between Russia and a coalition of  Britain, 
France, Turkey and Sardinia. There’s a full and 
fascinating account of the Battle and the ‘Charge’ on the 
National Army Museum website at: 
www.nam.ac.uk/explore/crimean-war  

Lancashire Family History & Heraldry Society, 
Layton Cemetery Memorial Inscriptions 
Sergeant William Butler. Grave location: I 5.  
5.In loving memory of Sergeant William Butler late of 
the 17th Lancers, one of the six hundred, died 
February 13 1901 aged 74 years.  R.I.P.  Also Bridget 
his wife died December 21 1901 aged 61 years.  Also 
Mary Burke who died September 3 1898 aged 66 
years.  Also Mary Burke her daughter who died 
January 29 1899 aged 48 years.  Also Agnes wife of 
John Burke who died December 5 1902 aged 30 
years, on whose souls sweet Jesus have mercy. 

Deborah Contessa, via ‘Blackpool’s 
Past Facebook 

WILLIAM BUTLER was an 
Ormskirk lad, when on a visit to 
Preston he got chatting with a soldier 
from the 17th Lancers who persuaded 
him to join up with the British Army.  

In the October of 1854, aged 29, he 
found himself in the thick of the 
Crimean War fighting Russian troops 
under the most dreadful conditions. 

The cavalry charge of 600 men 
against 11,000 Russians was part of 
the Battle of Balaclava which proved 
catastrophic for the British army, a 
calamitous mistake riddled with 
misinformation and 
miscommunication.  

Miraculously Sergeant Butler 
survived the suicidal charge by the 
Light Brigade, having been attacked 
by two Cossacks before his horse was 
shot from beneath him he managed to 
escape seemingly certain death. 

He was to be existent until the 13th 
February 1901 passing away aged 74. 

Deborah Contessa,  From Balaclava to Blackpool, 
at:  beyondtheblackpool.wordpress.com/page/3/ 
18th May Balaclava Ned 
The Charge of the Light Brigade wasn't just a 
disaster in its own right; It marked the final 
turning point of the Battle of Balaclava, in 
Britain the ill-fated charge became the stuff of 
legend!  
Here at Layton Cemetery we are honoured to be 
the final resting place of two of its heroes: 
‘William Butler and Edwin Hughes’ 
Today we commemorate the passing of Edwin, 
the soldier who outlived his army pension - 
leading to a special act of parliament having to 
be passed in order for him to receive enough 
funds to live on!  
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Deborah Contessa,  From Balaclava to Blackpool, at:  
beyondtheblackpool.wordpress.com/page/3/ 
EDWIN HUGHES, Also known as ‘Balaclava Ned' died on the 18th May 1927. He 
was famously the last survivor of the Charge of The Light Brigade ( a suicidal cavalry 
charge during the Crimean war at Balaclava in the Crimea.) The order to attack arose 
due to a miscommunicated message somewhere along the chain of command. The 
brave soldiers on unarmoured horses were armed only with lances and sabres. 
Originally from Wrexham he joined the 13th Light Dragoon’s ( Hussars) as a Private, 
later rising to become Troop Sergeant Major. Throughout his career he was awarded 
the British Crimea Medal, Turkish Crimea Medal and a Silver Medal for long service 
and good conduct. After leaving the army he became an instructor in a Yeomanry 
mounted volunteer unit.  
Upon his retirement he came to live with his daughter in Blackpool where he lived to a 
ripe old age of ninety-seven. His funeral was held in Layton Cemetery, Blackpool with 
full military honours. 

THE DEATH OF A BALACLAVA 
HERO 
Manchester Evening News, 16 February 
1901, p4 
 
At an inquest held at Preston last night 
on Sergeant William Butler, an army 
pensioner; of Blackpool, who Lent if he 
died at Preston Infirmary on Wednesday, 
the jury returned a verdict of natural 
causes. Butler was sergeant of the 17th 
Lancers, and a native of Ormskirk. He 
went through the Crimean campaign, 
and was left for dead after the charge at 
Balaclava. He also saw service in the 
Indian Mutiny. From the evidence it 
appeared that on December 22 deceased 
left home to sell the history of his life at 
Darwen. In the evening he was found 
lying on his back in Corporation-street, 
Preston, and was taken into custody and 
placed in the cells. It appeared, however, 
that he had injured his right thigh, and 
was subsequently removed to the 
infirmary, where he died. Deceased was 
a steady man, but occasionally 
overstepped the line upon meeting 
friends, who persisted in treating him to 
liquor. He had never been attended by a 
doctor. He gained the Crimean four 
clasps, Turkish, Indian Mutiny, and 
good old them conduct medals 
 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. 
BLACKPOOL 
Liverpool Echo, 23 May 1927 p8 
 
Troop-sergeant-major Edwin Hughes (96), of 
Egerton-road, North Shore, Blackpool, the last 
survivor of the gallant charge of the Light Brigade 
at Balaclava, seventy-three years ago, was buried 
with full military honours at Blackpool to-day The 
coffin, covered with a Union Jack, was borne 
through the crowded streets on a gun-carriage to the 
cemetery. 
The band of the R.S.A. (T.S.), Preston, played en 
route, and, in addition to the family mourners, 
Major-General Moore, commanding the 42nd East 
Lancashire Division; Major Keith, D.A.A., Q.M.G.. 
East Lancashire Area, and local officers and ex-
servicemen attended. 
The Mayor (Alderman R. Stanton) represented the 
town of Blackpool. Five trumpeters from his old 
regiment, the 13th Hussars, sounded the Last Post, 
and firing parties presented reversed arms. 
Sergeant-major Hughes was born in Wrexham, and, 
in addition to Balaclava, he fought in the historic 
battles of Alma, lnkerman, and Sebastopol. 
 

FreeBMD Website 
 
Marriage of Edwin Hughes at Ruthin in 
4th quarter of 1857, to Hannah Jones 
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LAST OF THE 600 
Fleetwood Chronicle, 27 May 1927, p4 
On Monday afternoon, there was laid to rest in the 
Blackpool Cemetery the last member of that brave 
company immortalised as the Light Brigade at 
Balaclava – the six hundred who took part in one of 
the most heroic  as well as the most disastrous 
charges in the annals of the British Army. 
‘Then they rode back, but not,  
Not the six hundred’ 
One of those who returned was the late Troop Sergt 
Major Edwin Hughes, who is mourned to-day. He 
outlived all his comrades, so that he earned a 
double distinction. A young man of 23 when, less 
than two years after his enlistment, he and his 
companions rode ‘In to the Valley of Death’ on that 
historic 25 October, 1954, he served almost 20 
years more in the Army, a further 12 years as 
Yeomanry Instructor, and lived to the good old age 
of 96. For nearly a score of year had lived in 
Blackpool. 
The passing of the last Balaklava veterans is the 
snapping of another link with the past. In his youth 
Sergt major Hughes must have met men who 
fought under Wellington at Waterloo,; his fathers 
lifetime was a link with Nelsons Victory at 
Trafalgar. And the old soldier lived to see the Great 
War – a war that has at last, we hope, turned the 
minds of men to the vision of the day ‘when the 
war drums throb no longer, and the battle flags are 
furl’e.’ 
 

DEATH OF A BALACLAVA HERO.  
Burnley Express, 16 February 1901, p5 
 
William Butler, 74, a pensioner, died at 
Preston Infirmary yesterday from the 
result of an accident in December, when 
he dislocated his thigh. Butler was 
formerly in the 17th Lancers. "The 
Death or Glory Boys, and was one of the 
gallant "Six Hundred." He saw a deal of 
campaigning during his service with the 
colours. Latterly he eked out an 
existence by selling pamphlets, 
containing a history of his life. He had 
several medals, in addition to his 
Crimean decoration 
 

 
Sergt. Major BUGHES 
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EDWIN HUGHES 

By Bill Joynson, Lancashire Family History & Heraldry Society 

Edwin Hughes, born in Wrexham on 12th December 1830, was a 
shoemaker prior to his enlistment into the 13th Light Dragoons on 28th 
October 1852. 1506 Private Hughes joined the regiment at Hounslow in 
May 1853. During the Charge at Balaclava his horse was shot and he 
became trapped under it, injuring his leg. He was then put in charge of 
Russian prisoners until the following night. He received a medal for 
Crimea (clasps; Alma, Balaclava, Inkerman, and Sebastopol), and the 
Turkish Medal. He was promoted to Squadron Sergeant-Major, and was 
presented with a marble clock by the NCOs of the 13th Hussars on his 
discharge at Colchester in 1873.t Following this, he became Instructor to 
the Worcestershire Yeomanry for 12 years.  

He was a member of the Balaclava Commemoration Society and attended a 
number of Annual Dinners, including the 1895 dinner in Birmingham and 
the very last one in 1913. After his wife died, he went to live with his 
daughter at 64 Egerton Street, North Shore, Blackpool, where he enjoyed 
good health, though he became rather deaf towards the end of his life. He 
still treasured his commemoration clock and engraving of Lord Cardigan. 
He received help from the T.H. Roberts Fund and pensions from the Royal 
Patriotic Fund and the War Office.NET vind boltes gids Edwin Hughes, the 
last known survivor of the Charge of the Light Brigade, died at his home in 
Egerton Street on 18th May 1927, aged 96, and was buried with military 
honours in Blackpool Cemetery five days later. He left two sons and two 
daughters. 

CEREMONY TO REMEMBER HERO WHO TOOK PART IN CHARGE OF 
LIGHT BRIGADE 
The Gazette' Thursday, July 15.2004. 

An emotive tribute 
Dozens of soldiers were joined by HRH Princess Alexander at Layton Cemetery 
yesterday to re-dedicate a memorial to a Blackpool man who fought in the Charge of the 
Light Brigade. 
On October 25.1854 Sergeant William Butler was one of 137 soldiers in the 17th 
Lancers who took part in the Charge during the Crimean War: Although he was badly 
wounded and had his horse shot from under him, he survived. 
He was brought up in Preston but in later years, following the advice of his doctor to 
move close to the sea, he and his wife moved to South Shore. He died on February 13, 
1901 aged 76. The Princess who is deputy colonel-in chief of the 17th Queens Royal 
Lancers, went to 
Layton yesterday to lay a wreath on Sgt.Butler's grave to mark the 150th anniversary 
of the Charge of the Light Brigade. She was greeted by the Deputy Mayor of 
*Blackpool, Coun.Susan Fowler; the Lord Lieutenant of Lancashire, Lord Shuttleworth 
and the Colonel of the Queen's Royal Lancers, Brigadeer Hurrel. Prayers and psalms 
were said by Reverend Jonathan Ball, the regiment's chaplain, and Reverend Stephen 
Brook, the vicar of Layton. 
Retired captain Mick Holtby, who organised the event, told the gathered crowd about the 
life of Sgt Butler and after The Last Post and the Reveille, the Princess laid a blue and 
white wreath on the gravestone. 
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ONE of 600 
Fleetwood Chronical, 14 December 1923, p2 
 
Blackpool Survivor of the Gallant Light Brigade 
On Wednesday, Sergeant Major Edwin Hughes of 64 Egerton Road, North Shore, Blackpool, 
who is believed to be the only survivor who charged into the Valley of Death at Balaclava, on 
October 25th, 1854, celebrated his 93rd birthday. 
Despite his age, Sergt-Major Hughes is wonderfully ‘fit’ He still takes little, short walks, and several 
times last summer went for a "breather" on the were Promenade. A Fleetwood Chronicle " representative, 
who called on him to wish him "Many happy returns," was greeted with a hearty handclasp, which had 
nothing of the feeble grip one would expect from a man so old but was more like the handshake of a man 
whose prime is not so very far behind. 
 
The Sergt.-Major said he was very well satisfied with his good health. Asked for his opinion on the 
general election, he replied that you never could tell what an election would bring forth. Talking about 
rowdyism, he said elections nowadays were nothing like what they used to be. In the old days men Holt 
used to walk about carrying-and using - Shillaleghs. 
Immortal Charge 
Sergt-Major Hughes was only 23 years of age when he took part in the immortal charge of the Light 
Brigade. He retired from the Army in 1873, after 21 years service and afterwards, for 12 years he acted as 
instructor in the Worcester Yeomanry. For the past 18 years, Sergt Major Hughes has lived in Blackpool 
with his daughter. In his description of his part in the most terrible and glorious of charges, the Sergeant 
major said:- 
‘I was on duty from four o’clock in the morning until after the charge in the afternoon. We rode out at the 
command straight for the Russian lines. Before we reached them my horse was shot, and falling on his 
side partially pinned me underneath, injuring my lag. I was helped to another horse and managed to get 
back. ‘I was put in charge of some of the Russian prisoners for the rest of that day and until the next night. 
Things were different in those days ‘You didn’t go into hospital unless you’d lost a limb.’ 

The Crimean Medal, with four bars and the Turkish Medal were awarded to Mr Hughes for his Gallant 
services in the campaign. He is also proud possessor of a framed steel engraving of the Earl of Cardigan 
KBC on his favourite charger., as he appeared when he commanded the Light Brigade in the historic 
charge. A similar engraving was presented in 1878 by the Countess of Cardigan to each of the survivors 
of the Charge. 

 

OTHER SOURCES: 

New found evidence of the Charge at:   

https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/horror-carnage-charge-light-brigade-8984706  and 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3823093/We-scarcely-dead-bodies-never-saw-
carnage-bloody-chaos-disastrous-Charge-Light-Brigade-laid-bare-rare-account-penned-soldier-
survived-Valley-Death.html 

Biography and Service Record for Edwin Hughes at:  
http://www.chargeofthelightbrigade.com/allmen/allmenH/allmenH_13LD/hughes_e_1506_13L
D.html 

Wikipedia entry for Edwin Hughes at:   
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_Hughes_(soldier)  

 

Personnel details at: 

Dutton, R. 2007, Forgotten Heroes: The Charge of the Light Brigade, InfoDial Ltd., avail on 
Google Books. 
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WILLIAM BUTLER 

By Bill Joynson, Lancashire Family History & Heraldry Society 

William Butler was born at Ormskirk in 1825,and was brought up in Preston. When his father died, his 
uncle taught him the trade of shoemaking and he earned his living at this in Manchester, before moving to 
Yorkshire. After being impressed by stories told him by a young Lancer in Sheffield, he decided to enlist 
and joined the 17th Lancers at Nottingham in April 1846. Two months later 840 Private Butler went with 
the regiment to Dundalk in Ireland, which at that time was suffering from the terrible potato famine. He 
was orderly to the Earl of Clarendon at Dublin, before returning to his regiment in 1848 for duty in aiding 
the civil power to suppress the Young Ireland Movement led by Smith O'Brien, who was agitating for 
repeal of the Union. He was in a squadron of Lancers escorting O'Brien to his trial, when a missile thrown 
by an anti-Union sympathiser hit him on the head and marked him for life. He was on escort duty when 
Queen Victoria visited Dublin in 1849, and on returning to England, he was on parade at the Great 
Exhibition in Hyde Park in 1851.The following year he was present at the funeral of the Duke of 
Wellington. He was on dispatch duty in Kensington when the Crimean War broke out and orders to 
mobilise were received. He embarked on the 'Pride of the Ocean' at Portsmouth in April 1854 to sail to 
Turkey and was devastated when his favourite horse was one of fifteen swept overboard as the ship rolled 
badly in rough seas in the Bay of Biscay. 

While returning from the Charge at Balaclava he was attacked by two Cossacks. He managed to kill them, 
but not before, he had received cuts to the face and hand. His horse was then shot and killed, and he 
passed out. He was found by a French sentry and returned to the British lines next day. In his booklet 
entitled 'A Descriptive Account of the Famous Charge of the Light Brigade at Balaclava', published at 
Blackpool in about 1890, he gives a description of his experiences and how he suffered in the terrible 
Crimean winter. After narrowly escaping serious injury in a stable fire in Turkey he returned home, where 
he was one of three Lancers who represented the regiment at an inspection by Queen Victoria at 
Portsmouth. In 1857 he sailed aboard the 'Great Britain' to India, where he served under Hugh Rose in the 
advance to suppress the Sepoy Rebellion. He received an Indian Mutiny Medal (clasp: Central India).He 
was taking his discharge in 1863 when the Adjutant of the 18th Royal Irish Regiment persuaded him to 
transfer, and he was appointed Master Bootmaker and promoted to sergeant. He was discharged at 
Aldershot in October 1867 with a pension of 1s 32d a day, and he received a Long Service, Good Conduct 
Medal. He started a business in London on the money he had saved in the Army, but a bad property deal. 
together with illness in his family, caused him to give up and move back to Preston, where he worked as a 
shoemaker at Blackhorse Yard for five years. He had attended the first Balaclava Reunion Banquet, was a 
member of the Balaclava Commemoration Society and signed the Loyal Address. He attended the Annual 
Dinner in 1895 at Birmingham. Neither he nor his wife was in perfect health so he moved to Blackpool. 
He died in Preston on 13th February 1901, aged 75, and was buried with military honours in Layton 
Cemetery, Blackpool (section 1, grave 138) 

 

The Visit of HRH Princess Alexander 
Wednesday.July.14.2004 
 
Royalty in Layton cemetery. The 17 
Lancers changed into uniform in our 
local club the Layton institute and after 
they had a drink and buffet, the princess 
declined the offer (someone told her 
about the dark mild).  

1921 Census entry for Edwin Hughes 
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Edwin Hughes Grave 



13 
 

 
 
 
 

 

William Butlers Grave 

Headstone detail . 


